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Overview of HMCA
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• Archive of publicly-accessible data supported by 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

• Preserves and disseminates data collected for 
selected research projects funded by RWJF.

• Operated by the Inter-university Consortium for 
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) at the 
University of Michigan.

• Goal of increasing understanding of health and 
health care in the US by facilitating secondary 
analysis of RWJF-supported data collections.

• HMCA provides guidance and technical support in 
use of data to promote access.
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Five Categories of Health & 
Health Care Data
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Health Care Provides

Cost/Access to Health Care

Substance Abuse & Health

Chronic Health Conditions

Other Research
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Accessing HMCA Data
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• All HMCA data, metadata, and documentation files 
are available free to the public. 

• Five data formats: SAS, SPSS, Stata, column-
delimited ASCII, and tab-delimited ASCII. 

• Restricted data access requires an online 
application and authentication. 

• Download HMCA Data by logging in:

• Establish a MyData account, or

• Log in using a Facebook or Google account.
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Less Than 2 Minutes to Register
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Agree to Terms of Use...
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And You’ve Got Data!
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• National Comorbidity Survey: Adolescent 
Supplement (NCS-A), 2001-2004 

• National Youth Smoking Cessation Survey, 2003-
2005

• Healthy Schools Program Evaluation, 2006-2011

• Community Partnerships for Older Adults (CPFOA) 
Program Survey of Older Adults, 2008 

• Evaluation of Better Jobs Better Care: Direct Care 
Worker Survey, 2004-2007
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Resources & Documentation
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• Summary
• Access notes
• Datasets to download
• Export citation (EndNote)
• Funding sources
• Subject terms
• Geographic coverage
• Time period
• Date of collection
• Unit of observation
• Data types

• Data collection notes
• Sample & weights
• Mode of data collection
• Response rates
• Data processing
• Version history
• Related publications
• Most recent publications
• List of variables (4528)
• Metadata exports
• Statistics/usage of study
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NCIN Alumni Survey Data will 
be submitted to HMCA 
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• Administered online March 5 – June 5, 2013
• Sample: 1,691 NCIN Scholars who graduated prior 

to September, 2012
• Response rate: 31% (N = 527)
• Files that will be available include

– Datasets in ASCII text and SPSS formats
– Database setup syntax 
– Technical documents (e.g., codebooks)
– Survey instruments
– Open-ended (de-identified) responses as well as 

categorical data
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Alumni Study Concept Map
Work Experiences
1. Job search experiences
2. Employment status
3. Employment offers
4. Time to secure first position
5. Work setting of first position
6. Job title of first position
7. Satisfaction with first 

position
8. Preparation for work roles
9. Job changes and 

motivations
10. Career aspirations

Educational Debt 
1. Amount and types of 

educational debt
2. Repayment of student 

loans
3. Influence of debt on career 

decisions
4. Influence of debt on plans 

to pursue advanced 
degrees (MSN, Ph.D., 
DNP)

Leadership Experiences
1. Preparation for professional 

leadership roles
2. Post-graduation leadership 

activities
3. Desire for additional 

leadership development 
opportunities

Mentoring Experiences
1. Relationships with NCIN mentors
2. Perceived support post-graduation
3. Other professional & personal 

mentors
4. Experiences serving as a mentor
5. Satisfaction with mentoring 

experiences

Personal Circumstances
1. Marital status
2. Family status
3. Relocation
4. Home ownership

Post-NCIN Education
1. Formal educational experiences
2. Informal educational 

experiences
3. Educational aspirations
4. Plans to pursue advanced 

degrees (MSN, Ph.D., DNP)
5. Barriers to continuing education

12/14/201616

Reflections NCIN 
Experiences
1. Valuable aspects
2. Suggestions for changes
3. Recognition in the market place
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Additional Sources for Secondary 
Data Analysis
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• HealthData.gov
– http://www.healthdata.gov/dataset/search

• NIH Data Sets
– http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo/datasites.html

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention
http://www.cdc.gov/DataStatistics/

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive
– http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/SAMHDA/

• U.S. Census Bureau
– http://www.census.gov
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Resources to Support Secondary 
Data Analysis
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• HMCA/ICPSR
– Contact staff directly for assistance with any materials 

available: hmca@icpsr.umich.edu
– Guide to Social Science Data Preparation and Archiving: 

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/ICPSR/access/dataprep.pdf
• UCLA Institute for Digital Research and Education

– Resources for statistical analysis, data visualization, trainings 
& conferences, and consulting

– http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/
• Harvard Medical School Survey Research Methods

– Lists software for variance estimation and review articles 
– http://www.hcp.med.harvard.edu/statistics/survey-soft/
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Financial Support for 
Secondary Research
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• National Institutes of Health
– Searched by keyword “secondary analysis” (25 matches)
– http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-

125.html
– Includes all open grants for programs organized under NIH

• HRSA Maternal and Child Health Research Program
– R40 MCH Research SDAS Grants focus exclusively on 

secondary data analysis 
– 1 year of support up to $100,000
– http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/research/projects-r40.asp

• Some funding opportunities may not specify 
secondary data analysis.
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Three Take-Away Points
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• Secondary data is all around you! You and your 
students’ health and health care research can 
take advantage of rich resources such as RWJF’s 
Health and Medical Care Archive. 

• Additional resources for secondary research 
provide assistance with the technical aspects of 
complex analyses as well as financial support.

• Data from the NCIN Alumni Survey will be 
available to you and your colleagues via HMCA 
starting this winter.
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