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Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1888

Nurses at a Temporary Yellow Fever Hospital, Louisiana, 1898 Courtesy of the NLM



Nurses on the US Solace
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Professional Nurses, by Gender and Race 1900-2006 
(as total self-identifying)

Year Total 
Nurses

Total 
Men

Total 
Women

percent 
increase

White 
Men

AA Men Other 
Men

White 
Women

AA 
Women

Other 
Women

1900 10,833 1,000 800 200 9,833 9,632 201

1910 73,917 582 4,210 4,009 201 69,707 66,596 3,010 101

1920 116,965 58 4,440 4,339 101 112,525 109,296 2,927 302

1930 230,482 97 5,656 5,353 101 202 224,826 218,766 5,454 606

Tab

From: American Nursing: A History of Knowledge, 
Authority, and the Meaning of Work



Pennsylvania Hospital School of Nursing for Men 1950
Courtesy of the University of Pennsylvania Archives



Nurse at Mercy Hospital, Philadelphia c. 1900
Barbara Bates  Center for the Study of the History of Nursing



Adah Thoms



American Red Cross Nurses @ Camp Sherman (Ohio) 1918
Courtesy of the Crile Hospital Archives
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Dr. Thomas M. Adams (US government) and nurse 
Lillie May McCormick giving typhoid shot to 
in Flint River Farms, Georgia
Library of Congress



US Nurses Arrive in the European Theater of Operations 
(Greece, 1944)

Courtesy of the National Library of Medicine



John Devereaux Thompson
2010 ANA Hall of Fame

Courtesy of Yale University School of Nursing



American Nursing: Origins in “Women, Nursing, and 
Baccalaureate Education in Twentieth Century America,”
Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 2004, 36 (4): 379‐384



American Nursing: Workforce 
Participation of Women Nurses by Race 
and Marital Status

1920 (IPUMS) 1940 (IPUMS)



American Nursing: Workforce Participation of 
Married Nurses Living with Spouses by Race 
and Gender 1960 ‐2006 
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